AGENDA OF THE 1ST MEETING ( 2016-2017) OF THE BOOKS, PUBLICATIONS AND PRINTING PANEL OF CAPEXIL TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY THE 
17TH APRIL 2017 AT 5.00 PM AT
“Pearl Hall” Presidency Club, 51, Ethiraj Salai, Chennai, Tamilnadu-600 008.

ITEM NO.1:
To confirm the minutes of the 1st Meeting (2015-16) of the Panel held on 07th September 2016 at Hotel Park, Parliament Street, New Delhi.

The minutes of the said meeting was circulated among the members of the Panel vide circular No Capexil/NR/NKC/1617/Books Meeting/24 dated September 26, 2016.  Since we have not received any comments on the minutes so far, the Panel may now confirm the same. 
ITEM NO.2:
To review the overall Export Performance of the Panel.

The export performance of the Panel during 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17 (April-December) and the same period of 2015-16 is as follows:

	Export of Books, Publication & Printing Panel from 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17 (April-December)

	Values in US$ Million

	Panel & Item wise
	2014-15
	2015-16 
	2016-17 

(April-Dec.)
	2015-16

(April-Dec.)

	Books & pamphlets
	204.72
	225.42
	178.82
	171.47

	Newspapers, journals & periodicals
	3.67
	3.18
	2.33
	2.33

	Picture postcards/greeting cards etc.
	7.35
	7.67
	5.25
	5.72

	Printed materials
	49.92
	47.51
	26.48
	33.77

	 T O T A L
	265.66
	283.78
	212.88
	213.29

	
	
	
	
	

	Source: MOC&I, Govt. of India
	
	
	
	


The Panel may note from the above figures that that the export of the Panel has recorded an increase of around 7 percent during 2015-16 as compared to 2014-15.  The export of the Panel for the first 3 quarters (April-December) during 2016-17 was US$ 212.88 million.  The export of the Panel was also almost the same during the same period of previous year i.e. 3 quarters (April-December) 2015-16.  The Financial Year 2016-17 is already over on 31.03.2017 and the Panel may discuss about the likely export figures that would have achieved during 2016-17.

The Panel may also discuss about the likely export trend in the coming months.  
ITEM NO. 3:



To fix the Export Target of the Panel for 2017-18. 


After reviewing and discussing the Export Performance of the Panel during 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17, the Panel may discuss on the Export Target of the Panel for the year 2017-18.

ITEM NO. 4:

Issues taken with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt. of India


CAPEXIL has taken up the following issues with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt. of India.  Chairman will deliberate on this during the meeting:

1) Inclusion of e-books in to CAPEXIL’s Portfolio – Capexil has written to DGFT and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry also requested DGFT to examine the same
2) MEIS Scheme Rewards under Category C – Understand that the Government Budget is Limited.  However, Ministry assured to look into
3) Export of Books by Post – Understand that the Postage Department is now working on self sustained basis and no subsidy is available.  However, Ministry of Commerce and Industry has taken up the matter with the Department of Posts

4) Export of Books to Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Maldives and Sri Lanka – Requested Government of India to provide MEIS Scheme Rewards because almost 10% of India’s Export of these products is made to these neighbouring countries.

5) Small Value Shipments – Small Value shipments require the same level of documentation and transaction costs as in the case of large value container shipments.  Requested the Government of India to fix some minimum amount for small value shipments without such heavy documentation in terms of export as well as Banking

6) Banks require confirmatory letters for payment from the Buyers, Third Party Payments and Documentation in respect of small value Invoices – Understand that this matter will be taken up with RBI.  
7) A number of activities associated with Books and Knowledge, which include Content Creation, Content Editing and Finalising, Book Data creation for libraries, Books & Brochures designing, Books layout etc. are ‘Services’ but the same must be included under products Basket of CAPEXIL as these are associated with Books and knowledge.
ITEM NO.5: 
To note the Export Promotional Activities of the Panel undertaken during 2016-17.

The Panel may note that Capexil Book Division has organized participation of its member-firms in the following activities during 2016-17:

1. London Book Fair, 2016 (12 - 14 April, 2016)
2. Abu Dhabi International Book Fair, 2016 (April 27 – 03 May 2016)
3. Frankfurt Book Fair 2016 ( 19 - 23 October 2016)
4. London Book Fair 2017 (14 - 16 March 2017)
ITEM NO.6:



Export Promotional Activities during 2017-18.

The Government of India has revised the scheme for participation in International Book Fairs abroad under MDA / MAI.  Chairman, CAPEXIL will deliberate on this issue during the meeting.

ITEM NO.7:



Frankfurt Book Fair 2017 (11-15 October 2017)


The members may please note that CAPEXIL has submitted a proposal to the Government of India for participation in the Fair under MAI and the same is under their consideration.  On receipt of approval, Capexil will work out the modalities / package and send the details to the members inviting their participation.


Members may make a note of this and consider participating in the Fair through CAPEXIL.


ITEM NO.8: 
Any other item that may be discussed with the permission of the Chair.
